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when the relation might prove a clog from the cares involved in it. Nevertheless, if a Christian found himself a married man, he was to acquiesce in that state: " Art thou bound unto a wife ? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife." Hence, because the relation of marriage brings with it its sorrows and its joys, its human feelings, and its worldly possessions and establishment, the Apostle, rising above the immediate context, takes occasion to speak of these things generally, and to tell his readers how the Christian should and must stand u fleeted towards them. The ties we must sit loose to, as though they did not exist (" it rernaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none"); the emotions, whether of grief or joy, must be tempered and kept front excess ("ami they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not") ; the possessions we must not hold with a tight grasp ("they that buy, as though they possessed not"); and lastly, and still more generally, while the use of the world is permitted to UH, we must not overdo -it* //.sv. This somewhat homely phrase aptly represents-the original Greek word. Our translators hav<? rendered it ahma ("as not a&nshtffii") ; but that species of abuse is indicated, which results from